
 Junk Yard License  

(Ohio Revised Code Sections 4737.05-4737.11)  

 

The initial cost of a junk yard license is $25. Yearly renewal licenses are $10. Applications are 

completed and payment made at the Butler County Auditor's Office following an inspection of the 

property by the Butler County Sheriff's Office. Licenses expire on the first day of January 

following the date of issuance.  

A new junk yard will receive a license number assigned by the county auditor. This license 

number is carried over and used for each subsequent yearly license renewal. The same two-part 

form is used to process new and renewal licenses. The original part of the license goes to the 

business and should be displayed in a prominent location at the specified business address until the 

statutory expiration date. A renewal license must then be purchased and displayed in the same 

manner.  

In order to qualify for a new/renewal junk yard license, each business facility must be inspected 

annually by the county sheriff's office. The inspection is intended to ensure each business is in 

compliance with the Ohio Revised Code (ORC). After the inspections, officer(s) of the county 

sheriff's office send a report to the county auditor. This report provides written evidence of ORC 

compliance. It is the basis for the auditor to issue/renew the licenses for the year.  

 

The Following Pages are the Relevant Ohio Revised Code Sections that Pertain to 

Junk Yard Licenses 
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4737.05 Licensing of junk yard definitions.

As used in sections 4737.05 to 4737.12 of the Revised Code:

(A) “Junk” means old or scrap copper, brass, rope, rags, trash, waste,
batteries, paper, rubber, iron, steel, and other old or scrap ferrous or
nonferrous materials, but does not include scrap tires as defined in section
3734.01 of the Revised Code.

(B) “Junk yard” means an establishment or place of business that is
maintained or operated for the purpose of storing, keeping, buying, or
selling junk. For the purposes of sections 4737.05 to 4737.99 of the
Revised Code, “junk yard” includes scrap metal processing facilities that are
located within one thousand feet of the nearest edge of the right of way of
a highway in the interstate or primary system.

(C) “Fence” means a barrier at least six feet in height, constructed of non-
transparent material, and maintained so as to obscure the junk from the
ordinary view of persons passing upon those state, county, municipal, and
township highways, roads, and streets covered by sections 4737.05 to
4737.99 of the Revised Code.

(D) “Scrap metal processing facility” means an establishment having
facilities for processing iron, steel, or nonferrous scrap and whose principal
product is scrap iron and steel or nonferrous scrap for sale for remelting
purposes.

(E) “Interstate system” means the system of highways as defined in the
“Act of August 27, 1958,” 72 Stat. 887, 103, as amended.

(F) “Primary system” means that portion of the highway system designated
by the director of transportation that has been approved by the secretary of
transportation of the United States pursuant to the “Act of August 27,
1958,” 72 Stat. 887, 103, as amended.

(G) Junk yards located within areas adjacent to the interstate system and
the primary system that are within one thousand feet of the nearest edge of
the right of way and that are zoned industrial, or that are not zoned under
authority of state or local law, rule, or ordinance, but are used for industrial
activities as determined by the director of transportation, are exempt from
sections 4737.05 to 4737.99 of the Revised Code.

Effective Date: 03-30-1995
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4737.06 Prohibiting operation of junk yard
without license.

No person shall operate or maintain a junk yard, adjacent to the interstate
or primary systems inside a municipality, except in zoned or unzoned
industrial areas, unless he has first obtained a license issued under sections
4737.05 to 4737.12, inclusive, of the Revised Code provided that the
exception does not prohibit the regulation or prohibition of junk yards in
zoned or unzoned industrial areas by municipal corporations. No licensee
shall operate or maintain a junk yard in violation of the provisions of
sections 4737.05 to 4737.12, inclusive, of the Revised Code.

Effective Date: 11-18-1969
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4737.07 Issuance of license.

No person shall operate and maintain a junk yard outside of a municipality,
except in zoned or unzoned industrial areas adjacent to the interstate or
primary systems, without first obtaining a license to do so from the county
auditor of the county in which such junk yard is located or in which such
junk yard is to be established. A person who was operating or maintaining a
junk yard prior to January 1, 1964 is entitled to be issued a license or
renewal thereof upon payment of the fee provided for in this section. Any
person operating or maintaining a junk yard within one thousand feet of the
nearest edge of the right of way of a state or county road or within three
hundred feet of the nearest edge of the right of way of a township road,
prior to January 1, 1964, shall within one year thereafter erect the required
fence or make suitable plantings if such junk yard is not obscured by
natural objects or a fence. If, after January 1, 1964, a junk yard is
established within one thousand feet of the nearest edge of the right of way
of a state or county highway or within three hundred feet of the nearest
edge of the right of way of a township road, it shall be so located that the
view thereof from such road is obscured by natural objects or a fence. If the
yard is so obscured, the person operating or maintaining it shall be issued a
license. If it is not practical or economically feasible by reason of
topography, as determined by the sheriff or, if the sheriff so designates, a
policeman or constable of the township where the junk yard is located, to
obscure the view of a junk yard established on or before January 1, 1970,
from any state or county highway or township road which is not part of the
interstate or primary system, the sheriff or township policeman or constable
shall require suitable plantings, or a practical and appropriate barrier not
less than six feet nor more than ten feet in height, to partially obscure the
view of such junk yard from such state or county highway or township road.
No person shall operate and maintain a junk yard adjacent to the interstate
or primary systems within a municipality, except in zoned or unzoned
industrial areas without first obtaining a license to do so from the chief
executive officer of the municipality in which such junk yard is located or in
which such junk yard is to be established. Any person operating or
maintaining a junk yard within one thousand feet of the nearest edge of the
right of way of an interstate or primary highway within a municipality,
except in a zoned or unzoned industrial area, prior to November 18, 1969,
shall within one year thereafter erect the required fence or make suitable
plantings if such junk yard is not screened by natural objects or a fence.
This exception does not prohibit the regulation or prohibition of junk yards
in zoned or unzoned industrial areas by municipal corporations. If a junk
yard is established after November 18, 1969, within one thousand feet of
the nearest edge of the right of way of an interstate or primary highway, it
shall be so located that the view thereof from such highway is obscured by
natural objects or a fence. If the yard is so obscured, the person operating
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or maintaining it shall be issued a license under this section. Nothing
contained in this section shall be construed to relieve any person of his duty
to comply with the provisions of ordinances enacted by municipal
corporations regulating or prohibiting junk yards, including requirements to
obtain a license under municipal ordinances. The requirement to obtain a
license from the municipality under this section shall be in addition to
regulations imposed and licenses required under municipal ordinances. No
license shall be issued unless such yard accords with the provisions of this
section. The fee for a license issued under this section is twenty-five dollars,
except that the fee for municipal licenses issued under this section shall be
reduced by the amount paid by the licensee for any similar licenses issued
pursuant to ordinances of such municipality. All licenses issued under this
section shall expire on the first day of January following the date of issue. A
license may be renewed from year to year upon paying the chief executive
officer of the municipality or the auditor of the county in which the junk
yard is located the sum of ten dollars for each such renewal. All fees paid
under this section shall be for the use of the county or municipality which
issues the license or renewal thereof. Any license or renewal thereof issued
under this section may be revoked by the chief executive officer of the
municipality or the county auditor of the county in which the licensee’s junk
yard is located, after reasonable notice and opportunity to be heard, for any
violation of sections 4737.01 to 4737.12 of the Revised Code, by the
licensee or by any of his officers, agents, or employees. Whenever a license
has been revoked under this section, the chief executive officer of the
municipality or the county auditor shall not issue another license to such
licensee, to the husband or wife of such licensee, or to any partnership or
corporation of which he is an officer or member, until such licensee
complies with sections 4737.05 to 4737.12 of the Revised Code.

Effective Date: 11-26-1975

http://codes.ohio.gov/orc/4737.01
http://codes.ohio.gov/orc/4737.12
http://codes.ohio.gov/orc/4737.12


Lawriter - ORC - 4737.08 Application information.

http://codes.ohio.gov/orc/4737.08[09/02/2010 12:03:19 PM]

LAW Writer® Ohio Laws and Rules
Search ORC  

Ohio Administrative Code  Home  Help

4737.08 Application information.

Application for a license to operate and maintain a junk yard or for a
renewal thereof shall be made in writing, accompanied by the proper fee, to
the chief executive officer of the municipality or the county auditor of the
county in which the junk yard is located or in which it is to be established,
setting forth the name and address of the applicant, the location of the junk
yard, if the applicant is a firm, partnership, or association, the names and
addresses of each member, if the applicant is a corporation, the date and
place of incorporation and the names and addresses of its officers and
directors, and such other reasonable information as the chief executive
officer of the municipality or the county auditor deems necessary. The
application shall be signed and sworn to by the applicant.

Effective Date: 11-18-1969
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4737.09 Maintaining fence.

Any fence constructed under sections 4737.05 to 4737.11, inclusive, of the
Revised Code, shall be neatly constructed, shall be non-transparent, shall be
kept in good order and repair, and no advertisement shall be permitted
thereon other than the name of the person under whose name the license
has been issued and the nature of the business conducted therein.

Effective Date: 01-01-1964
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4737.10 Inspections.

(A) Before a license is granted or renewed under sections 4737.05 to
4737.12 of the Revised Code, the sheriff of each county, or, if the sheriff so
designates, a township police officer or constable, and the chief of police of
each municipal corporation shall inspect the junk yard within the sheriff’s,
police officer’s, constable’s, or chief’s respective jurisdiction to determine if
it complies with sections 4737.05 to 4737.12 of the Revised Code. The
sheriff, or a township police officer or constable, or chief of police shall
submit a written report of such examination to the county auditor of the
county or the village solicitor or city director of law of the municipal
corporation wherein such junk yard is located.

(B) In addition, twice annually the sheriff of each county, or, if the sheriff
so designates, a township police officer or constable, and the chief of police
of each municipal corporation shall inspect every junk yard that is located
within the sheriff’s, police officer’s, constable’s, or chief’s jurisdiction and for
which a license has been issued under sections 4737.05 to 4737.12 of the
Revised Code, to obtain information with regard to whether the licensee’s
activity has been and is being conducted in accordance with sections
4737.01 to 4737.12 of the Revised Code. The sheriff, township police officer
or constable, or the chief of police shall submit a written report of each such
examination to the county auditor of the county or the village solicitor or
city director of law of the municipal corporation wherein such junk yard is
located. The sheriff, township police officer or constable, or the chief of
police shall, for the purpose of these examinations, have free access to the
grounds and buildings used or proposed for use in the conduct of the junk
yard activity by the applicant or the licensee. Such inspections may be
made at any time, at the option of the sheriff, township police officer or
constable, or the chief of police during the regular work hours of the
licensee or within the hours of eight a.m. and five p.m. Monday through
Friday. The director of transportation may also inspect junk yards adjacent
to state highways to obtain information with regard to whether the
licensee’s activity is being conducted in accordance with sections 4737.01 to
4737.12 of the Revised Code. If such inspection indicates that there is a
violation of any of the provisions of such sections the director shall advise
the attorney general of such alleged violations and request the attorney
general to take proper legal action.

(C) Whenever it is determined upon any semiannual inspection made under
this section that a junk yard is not being conducted in accordance with the
requirements of sections 4737.01 to 4737.12 of the Revised Code, the
sheriff of the county, township police officer or constable, or the chief of
police of the municipal corporation within whose jurisdiction the junk yard is
located, shall immediately notify the owner of the junk yard of such fact.
The notice shall be sent to the owner by registered mail, and shall detail the
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areas which are not in conformity with the requirements of sections 4737.01
to 4737.12 of the Revised Code. A copy of the notice shall also be sent to
the auditor of the county, or the village solicitor or city director of law of
the municipal corporation within which the junk yard is located.

(D) Any owner of a junk yard who receives a notice as provided in this
section shall, within sixty days after the mailing of the notice, undertake
and complete such changes or improvements as are necessary to conform
the junk yard to the requirements of sections 4737.01 to 4737.12 of the
Revised Code. At the expiration of the sixty-day period, the sheriff,
township police officer or constable, or the chief of police shall make a
further inspection of the junk yard, and if the required changes or
improvements have not been made, the sheriff, township police officer or
constable, or the chief of the police shall send notice of that noncompliance
along with an order to suspend the owner’s license to the chief executive
officer of the municipality or the county auditor of the county in which the
licensee’s junk yard is located. After receiving that notice and order, the
chief executive officer or county auditor, as appropriate, shall suspend the
owner’s license for ninety days. While the owner’s license is suspended, the
owner shall undertake and complete such changes or improvements
necessary to conform the junk yard to the requirements of sections 4737.01
to 4737.12 of the Revised Code.

(E) An owner whose license is suspended pursuant to division (D) of this
section may appeal the suspension in accordance with Chapter 2506. of the
Revised Code. At any time during the ninety days in which an owner’s
license is suspended, the owner may apply to the sheriff, township police
officer or constable, or the chief of the police to have the junk yard
inspected. If, after the inspection, the sheriff, township police officer or
constable, or the chief of the police determines that the junk yard conforms
to the requirements of sections 4737.01 to 4737.12 of the Revised Code,
the sheriff, township police officer or constable, or the chief of the police, as
appropriate, shall send notice of that compliance along with an order to
remove the suspension and reinstate the owner’s license to the chief
executive officer of the municipality or the county auditor of the county in
which the licensee’s junk yard is located. After receiving that notice and
order, the chief executive officer or the county auditor, as appropriate, shall
remove the suspension and reinstate the owner’s license.

(F)(1) An owner may sell junk while the owner’s license is suspended.

(2) No licensee may accept junk for future resale during the time that the
licensee’s license is suspended under division (D) of this section.

(G) If an owner’s license has not been reinstated under division (E) of this
section prior to the end of a ninety-day suspension, the sheriff, township
police officer or constable, or the chief of police shall make a further
inspection of the junk yard. If the owner has not made the required
changes or improvements, the sheriff, township police officer or constable,
or chief of police shall send notice of that noncompliance along with an
order to revoke the owner’s license to the chief executive officer of the
municipality or the county auditor of the county in which the licensee’s junk
yard is located. After receiving that notice and order, the chief executive
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officer or the county auditor shall revoke the owner’s license in accordance
with the procedures specified in section 4737.07 of the Revised Code. In
addition to having the licensee’s license revoked, the owner of the junk
yard shall be subject to a tax of one hundred dollars for each day after
revocation that the violation continues. The sheriff, township police officer or
constable, or the chief of police shall certify a return of the imposition of
said tax thereon to the county auditor, who shall enter the same as a tax
upon the property and against the persons upon which or whom the lien
was imposed as and when other taxes are entered. The provisions of the
laws relating to the collection of taxes in this state, the delinquency thereof,
and sale of property for taxes shall govern in the collection of the tax
prescribed in this section insofar as the same are applicable.

Effective Date: 11-01-1977; 10-12-2006
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4737.11 Enforcement.

Whenever the prosecuting attorney of any county, the chief legal officer of
any municipality, or the attorney general is of the opinion that a junk yard
is being operated or maintained in violation of any of the provisions of
sections 4737.05 to 4737.12, inclusive, of the Revised Code, he may apply,
in the name of the state, to a court of competent jurisdiction, alleging the
violation complained of and praying for an injunction or other proper relief.
In such a case the court may order such junk yard abated as a nuisance or
make such other order as may be proper. An action brought under this
section shall not be deemed to be a bar to a prosecution under section
4737.99 of the Revised Code.

Effective Date: 11-18-1969
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